
ASBOs (ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ORDERS)
THE FACTS

Antisocial Behaviour -
What is it?
Antisocial behaviour (ASB) covers lots of different behaviour
which “causes or is likely to cause harm or distress” to someone
who does not live in your house.

ASB includes:

• rowdy behaviour

• hoax phone calls

• verbal abuse

• offensive phone calls and text messages

• vandalism

• dropping litter

• drug use and dealing

• drinking in the street

• setting cars alight.

There are loads of other types of ASB along similar lines.

ASBOs - Antisocial Behaviour
Orders - What are they?

• You have to be 12 or over.

• ASBOs are orders of the court - a police officer cannot give 
you an ASBO.

• If you are under 16, an ASBO will only be granted if a Children’s
Hearing says it is necessary.

• You have NOT committed a criminal offence if the court has 
given you an ASBO.

• You HAVE committed a criminal offence if you break the terms
of the ASBO and you will then have a criminal record.

• The ASBO will tell you what kind of behaviour is not allowed,
where it is not allowed and for how long.

• If you disagree with the ASBO you can ask the Court to change
what it says.

Dispersal of groups -
What does this mean?
The police have new powers to disperse groups of people who
are “causing or are likely to cause alarm or distress to any member
of the public” in a public place.

• A GROUP is two or more people.

• Just by being there a group can “cause alarm or distress”,

• OR their behaviour can “cause alarm or distress”.

Before the police can disperse a group, they must put up a NOTICE
in an obvious place saying that they have the power to disperse
groups from that area.

• The edges of the AREA have to be clearly defined so that 
everyone knows where groups can and cannot gather.

• The police can only designate an AREA if there has been 
“significant, persistent and serious” antisocial behaviour there.

• The police will try NOT to include areas like skateboard parks
or youth shelters.

• The police might just have the power to disperse groups at 
certain times of the day - if that is the case, the NOTICE will 
say so.

When the police disperse a group they can tell the people in the
group to:

• disperse right away or within a certain time

• leave the AREA if they do not live in the AREA

• tell anyone who does not live in the AREA that they cannot 
return to the AREA for a certain length of time (not more than
24 hours).

You have not committed a criminal offence as long as you do what
the police tell you.

You have committed a criminal offence if you do NOT do what the
police tell you and you will then have a criminal record.
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